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Dear Sir or Madam:

Wi The New Mexico Oil & Gas Association (NMOGA) is a private, non-profit
organization dedicated to promoting the welfare of the oil and gas industry
in New Mexico and the conservation and environmentally responsible
development of oil and gas resources within the state of New Mexico.
NMOGA works to increase community awareness and promote a safer, more
productive oil and gas industry as well as a pro-business and pro-industry
attitude from our elected officials and regulatory agencies such as the
Department of Energy and the Department of the Interior. NMOGA submits
Ray Payne these comments in response to the request for public comments in the
Devon Energy Corp. Federal Register Notice published December 29, 2005:
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changing nature. Chances in financial markets and national and
international policies and events have and continue to affect the
industry. Additionally, fluctuating prices, supply, and demand
contribute to the volatile nature of our industry. Part of that
volatility is attributable to the uncertainty associated with oil and
gas pipelines that cross tribal lands. This uncertainty is
escalating as we see ever increasing financial demands placed
upon oil and gas pipelines by tribal officials. Forthese reasons,
we applaud Congress’s desire to obtain from the agencies
information upon which Congress might consider policies to
bring about some stability in this segment of the industry.
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With this background in mind, we first and foremost urge the
Departments to maintain a firm schedule that will result in a timely
submission of the study to Congress by the deadline of August 7, 2006.

We are concerned that the proposed work plan published in the Federal
Register is overly biased in favor of tribal entities. As we read the
legislation, it requires consultation not just with tribal entities but also
with industry groups such as NMOGA. We encourage the agencies to
treat NMOGA and similarly-situated associations as equal partners with
the tribes in the development of a thorough, empirically-based study.

We would be pleased to lend our support and participation to the
various requests for information from the agencies and meetings
contemplated by the work plan. To that end, please include us on any
notices that you send in regard to your work plan and as it progresses
so that we may inform our members and encourage them to participate
as well.

In closing, NMOGA wishes to reiterate its support for the existence of
Native American governments and tribal sovereignty within our federal
system. Our members value their relationship with tribal governments
and tribal communities. We believe it is in the interest of both the tribes
and our members to stabilize the relationship between them as it
relates to oil and gas pipeline and other energy rights-of-way. Our
members’ ability to move energy efficiently is essential to the national
energy security critical both to tribes and our members companies.

Sincerely,
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